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AIMS AND PRINCIPLES  

 

Here at Arco Academy we pride ourselves on achieving the best results possible for our students. 

As each student that attends our alternative provision is at a different level in their education, we 

provide a specific programme of study for each student’s needs. 

We recognize that there are a wide range of reasons why a student may attend our provision and 

have a system in place to help each individual achieve the best results they can. 

  

Programme of Study System 

We use the following process to ensure we can help students achieve the best results possible: 

• An initial assessment will take place for each student no matter what time of the academic 

year they attend our provision. 

• Results are then assessed and compared to the student’s mainstream school results. If the 

student does not have mainstream school results, we will use our initial assessment as a 

baseline. 

• A programme of study is designed for the student to move forward in their education. 

• The student’s progress is then tracked all the way through their programme to 

make sure they are achieving their targets and improving their levels of progress 

 

Our key aims are to: 

• Unlock each student’s potential 

• Improve their educational performance 

• Increase their participation in sports 

• Help them develop a range of important life skills  

• Reintegrate students back into mainstream education 

• Prepare students for life after school 

 

To do this we: 

• Nurture students holistically 

• Create tailored learning and development programmes for each student 

• Offer a range of sporting activities, run by ex-elite athletes and designed to improve a broad 

range of skills as well as sporting performance 

• Inspire our students to learn and deliver high quality academic lessons in small groups 

• Provide a variety of skills-based workshops, vocational courses and work placement 

opportunities  

 

 



CURRICULUM DELIVERY   

The curriculum should be seen in its widest sense as the entire planned learning experience. This 

includes formal lessons and events, routines, and learning that take place outside the classroom. 

Although the majority of the students’ formal learning experiences will be through subject-based 

lessons, the curriculum is also planned and delivered to address a number of cross-curricular 

dimensions. Additionally, all schemes of work in all subjects consider the cross-curricular dimensions 

below and incorporate them into their subject and skills delivery.  

  

Literacy Across the Curriculum  

We aim for all of our students to become literate and articulate communicators. In all subjects, pupils 

should be taught to express themselves correctly and appropriately on paper and orally, and to read 

accurately and with understanding. Pupils should be taught to recognise and use Standard English. In 

writing, pupils should be taught to use correct spelling and punctuation and follow grammatical 

conventions. They should also be taught to organise their writing in logical and coherent forms. In 

speaking, pupils should be taught to use language precisely and cogently. Pupils should be taught to 

listen to others, and to respond and build on their ideas and views constructively. In reading, pupils 

should be taught strategies to help them read with understanding, to locate and use information, to 

follow a process or argument and summarise, and to synthesise and adapt what they learn from their 

reading. They should be specifically taught strategies to aid revision, including how to retain 

information long-term for deep understanding.  

 

Numeracy Across the Curriculum   

Similarly, all subjects are responsible, where appropriate, for developing students’ numeracy when 

opportunities arise during the course of the lessons. This can be done through asking students to use 

mental maths, basic mathematical formulae, tables and graphs to present data, and estimates and 

calculations.   

  

Use of ICT Across the Curriculum   

Pupils should be given opportunities to apply and develop their ICT capability through the use of ICT 

tools to support their learning in all subjects. All students at Arco Academy have the use of the local 

library computers for lessons.  

 

Health and Safety  

All subjects have a duty to ensure appropriate compliance with Health and Safety guidelines, but 

specific responsibilities lie with science, design and technology, information and communication 

technology, art and design, and physical education. When working with tools, equipment and 

materials, in practical activities and in different environments, including those that are unfamiliar, 

pupils should be taught:   

• About hazards, risks and risk control.   

• To recognise hazards, assess consequent risks and take steps to control the risks to 

themselves and others.   

• To use information to assess the immediate and cumulative risks.   

• To manage their environment to ensure the Health and Safety of themselves and others.   

• To explain the steps, they take to control risks.   

 



ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES  

The Headteacher will ensure that:  

• All statutory elements of the curriculum, and those subjects which the school chooses to offer, 

have aims and objectives which reflect the aims of the school and indicate how the needs of 

individual students will be met. This will include how the subject will be taught and assessed.  

• The amount of time provided for teaching the curriculum is adequate and is reviewed.  

• Where appropriate, the individual needs of some students are met by permanent or 

temporary disapplication from the national curriculum.  

• The procedures for assessment meet all legal requirements and students and their 

parents/carers receive information to show how much progress the students are making and 

what is required to help them improve.  

The Deputy Headteacher will ensure that:  

• They have an oversight of curriculum structure and delivery within each link department  

• Detailed and up-to-date schemes of learning are in place for the delivery of courses within 

each key stage.  

• Schemes of learning are monitored and reviewed on a regular basis.  

• Levels of attainment and rates of progression are discussed with HoD on a regular basis and 

that actions are taken where necessary to improve these.  

Heads of Department (HoD) will ensure that:  

• Long term planning is in place for all courses. Such schemes of learning will be designed 

using the school pro-forma and will contain curriculum detail on: context, expectations, key 

skills, learning objectives, learning outcomes, learning activities, differentiation and resources.  

• Schemes of learning encourage progression at least in line with national standards.  

• There is consistency in terms of curriculum delivery. Schemes of learning should be in place 

and be used by all staff delivering a particular course.  

• Appropriate awarding bodies and courses are selected so that they best meet the learning 

needs of our students.  

• Here necessary an appropriate combination of qualifications or alternative qualifications can 

be offered which best suit the needs of learners  

• Assessment is appropriate to the course and the students following particular courses. There 

should be consistency of approach towards assessment.  

• They keep the Associate Headteacher informed of proposed changes to curriculum delivery.  

• All relevant information/data is shared with the sims team. This includes meeting deadlines 

related to exam entries etc.  

• Student performance data is reviewed on a regular basis to ensure that any necessary 

changes in terms of curriculum delivery are planned and carried out in a timely fashion.  

• They share best practice with other colleagues in terms of curriculum design and delivery.  

  Teaching staff and learning support staff will:  

• Ensure that the school curriculum is implemented in accordance with this policy.  

• Keep up to date with developments in their subjects.  

• Have access to, and be able to interpret, data on each student to inform the design of the 

curriculum in order that it best meets the needs of each cohort of students.  

• Share and exchange information about best practice amongst their colleagues in different 

schools and through external networks, resulting in a dynamic and relevant curriculum. 

• Participate in high quality professional development, working with other teachers to develop 

their skills in understanding the learning needs of their students and how best to address 

those needs and engage them.  

• Work in partnership with other agencies to provide an appropriate range of curriculum 

opportunities.  

 



Students will:  

• Have their individual needs addressed, both within the school and extending beyond the 

classroom into the family and community through a curriculum which offers breadth, support 

and challenge.  

• Be given additional support if they start to fall behind in their learning, helping them get back 

on track quickly.  

• Receive co-ordinated support to enable them to make the appropriate curriculum choices at 

key stages 4 and 5.  

 

Parents and carers will:  

• Be consulted about their children’s learning and in planning their future education.  

• Be confident that their child is receiving a high-quality education that is designed to meet their 

learning needs and which will equip them with the skills they need to thrive throughout their 

lives.  

• Be informed about the curriculum on offer and understand the rationale behind it.  

 

Curriculum Delivery 

The school day is arranged into five 60-minute lessons. Subject specialists are deployed in all areas 

and are supported by Teaching Assistants. 


