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Inside Arco

PC Fox  Playing Handball

It is an absolute pleasure to be appointed as the principal of Arco 
Academy. Leaving Southwark in 2010 to embark on a new headship 
seems like yesterday. Being back here eleven years later feels me with 
utter joy. Arco Academy is a unique independent school securing the best 
outcomes for the young people of South East London and beyond. 

With a dedicated team of school leaders, teachers and other staff, we are 
committed to ensuring every child achieves their true potential. I believe 
learning is a rite of passage for any young person who wants to aspire to 
great things. Working in partnership with young professionals, I intend to 
introduce successful young men and woman to inspire your children with 
the belief they can achieve whatever they want. I see my role as a privilege 
to be part of tomorrow’s future entrepreneurs and academics. With hard 
work, and the wantedness to achieve, we will work to ensure your children 
leave us with the key to their next set of achievements. To learn is to want, 
to believe and achieve. We will create that disciplined environment where 
this is a reality. 
I look forward to seeing you at our next parents evening later this 
term. Please enjoy this newsletter and make sure you share the writing 
competition with your child. 
        Anthony Peltier 
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Welcome from 
the Principal

Arco Acdemy 
Newsletter 2021

As Arco Academy comes to the end of its first half term of the academic 
year, I would like to formally introduce Anthony Peltier as the new 
principal of our amazing independent school.   We continually strive 
to empower our students to become the best versions of themselves. 
        Lisa Miller 
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A Christmas Carol

A Christmas Carol at the Old Vic

Visiting the Theatre 

Our students have been learning about how writers 
use stories and distinctive characters to teach 
us lessons. They will explore how the choices of 
characters affect the plot and build the theme of 
the story. Students will come to understand that 
redemption can be found in selflessness and valuing 
people over material possessions. They will also 
explore how literature that resonates with readers 
has “staying power,” influencing other writers and 
becoming a part of our language, culture, and moral 
code. 

”Checking OutMe History” 

Year 10 and 11 students studied and gave a 
dramatic reading of a poem by Guyana-born 
writer John Agard. In the poem, the author talks 
about how History was taught to him in school and 
how figures such as  Toussaint L’Ouverture, Mary 
Seacole and Nanny de Maroon were ignored. The 
students enjoyed exploring the patois rhythms 
of the poem and learning more about important 
figures in Black History.

The full lyrics of the poem can be found here:
https://www.poetrybyheart.org.uk/poems/checking-
out-me-history/ 

“I really enjoyed learning about Black history. 
Miss made it very interesting and we had 
really good discussions about it.  I learned 
about Black heros and countries only taught 
white British history; the lesson was different 
and made me learn more”.

MF  Year 11 student

John Agard

It’s Christmas Eve 1850, and the melancholy 
Scrooge finds himself alone at home when he sees 
before him the ghost of Jacob Marley, his long-time 
friend and business partner who died seven years 
earlier. Marley warns Scrooge that he will repent, 
even in death, for all the suffering he has caused 
others, and he has only one chance to escape his 
fate.

Mrs Karen Matkins will be taking out 
students to the Old Vic theatre to watch 
this Charles Dickens’ classic. We feel it is 
important to create as many experiences as 
possible to increase our students’ cultural 
capital.  The cost of the trip is £12.50; we 
hope you will allow your child to attend.   If 
you would also like to join us, please let 
Karen know and she will arrange a ticket 
for you also. 



In Citizenship students are currently looking at 
what it means to be active citizens. 

We have covered issues that are important to 
our youths of today and have looked at how as 
young people they can make a change to the 
community they are part of. 

Areas covered have ignited conversations 
including why we vote, how voting can be more 
inclusive and what they can do to help this 
process. Speaking to others and sharing your 

Religious and Values Education helps our 
students to make informed decisions about 
matters of personal faith and ethical behaviour 
and urges them to think, question, challenge, 
investigate and reflect in their search for 
spiritual meaning.

We give our students the opportunities 
to develop the Cross-Curricular Skills of 
Communication, Using Mathematics and Using 
ICT, and the Other Skills through Religious 
Education. Teaching should promote the 
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Science this term has consisted of 
studying cells and pathogens.  
Arco have recently upgraded their 
science equipment and purchased 
microscopes which we plan to use  
with the students next half-term.

As part of our learning outside the 
classroom and our commitment to 
increasing all our students cultural 
capital offer, we will be visiting the 
science museum to attend a STEM 
careers workshop.  Here students will 
have the opportunity to take part in 
interactive workshops while 
participating in  careers-based 
discussions.

Mr Lamb will be writing to you all to 
share more information about the trip.

Science



Wednesday @Wave

Saturday Fusion is a friendly group. No experience 
is needed. You are welcome to come along 
and bring a friend. Our young leaders offer 
encouragement and support. Have fun and build 
your confidence.

Who is it for?

All young people welcome. (For 11-17 years)

When is it?

Programme runs every Saturday, 10am - 4pm.

What will I be doing?

Drama, dance, lyrics and performance. Create 
your own plays and scenes and perform for family 
and friends.
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Second Wave

Our Purpose

Second Wave empowers young people’s creativity and activism through engaging young people as performers, writ-
ers, lyricists and technicians - developing new productions and youth-led creative outreach projects in the commu-
nity. A registered charity, Second Wave has been working with young people and developing new plays for young 
audiences since 1982. The company has developed the careers of many young writers, performers and educators. As 
an independent charity, Second Wave raises income to support an ongoing programme of work with young people. 
Click to get in touch with us.

Saturday Fusion

Love songwriting, spoken word, poetry and 
performance? New workshops starting Oct 20th. 
Open to all young people aged 15-19.

Who is it for?

All young people welcome. (For 15-19 years)

When is it?

Programme runs every Wednesday, 5:30pm - 8pm.

How do I find out more?

Send us a message using our site or text 07943 
201307.
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Sport at Arco Academy

This half-term we have recognised the achievements and imporvements many 
of our students have celebrated, here are just two. 
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Preparing our students for the 
future

How do we prepare our students for for the world of 
work?  

On the run-up to Christmas, we will be inviting 
young people from different professions 
to talk about their job and what they had to 
do in preparation for their career of choice. 

Parents will be invited to meet their child’s 
teacher on Monday 15th November.  
Here you will have the oportuntiy to 

meet all the teachers who have worked with 
your child. You will also be invited to chat with 
the Principal about your child’s progress.

  We will also ask you to complete a parent 
questionnaire so we can gather your views 
about your child’s school. We look forward to 
seeing you all. 

Parents Evening

The Arco curriculum is structured around PE, which is taught daily. We believe sport can enhance a young 
person’s active participation in both physical activities and their inter-connected learning which is taught 
through all subjects. We offer basketball, athletics, boxing, fitness and football. The focus of these sessions 
is health, fitness and teamwork. We also offer swimming once a week as part of the curriculum and an 
additional 2 optional sessions per week after school. 

Our pillars of success, which are embedded within our curriculum, strengthens the skills needed to become 
secure learners.

Our Pillars of Success 

Learning Pillar 
reasoning, creativity, positive motivation and high aspirations 

Information Management Pillar 
research and reflection, analysis and application 

Social Capital Pillar 
leadership, teamwork, communication, emotional intelligence and stress management
 
Positive Mindset Pillar 
time management, coping with change, risk taking, manging feelings and reactions and critical thinking

Refining the Arco curriculum



This puzzle is for the average Sudoku 
player. 

Within the rows and columns are 9 “squares” (made up of 3 
x 3 spaces). 

Each row, column and square (9 spaces each) needs to be 
filled out with the numbers 1-9, without repeating any num-
bers within the row, column or square. 

As you can see from the image on the right an actual Sudoku 
grid, each Sudoku grid comes with a few spaces already 
filled in; the more spaces filled in, the easier the game – the 
more difficult Sudoku puzzles have very few spaces that are 
already filled in.

Enjoy
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Closing Date: 29th October 2021.

We’re looking for poetry, up to 40 lines. Open theme.
You just have to submit your poem to us at info@creativewritingink.co.uk with “Creative Writing Ink Monthly 
Competition” in the subject line. Please paste your poem into the body of your email, no attachments.

While we appreciate all entries, only the winning and shortlisted entrants will be contacted.  We will publish the 
winner’s details on our www.arco.academy website.

Prize: Publication on our website and an Amazon voucher worth £25. 

Please make sure you have the consent of your parent or guardian to enter the competition. 

Writing Competition

Suduko


