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Welcome to our Autumn edition of the Arco Newsletter! 

It brings me immense pride to see the positive progress our students
have had in their attainment, personal development and behaviour this
term. In our previous edition, I said that students have come back from
summer ready to learn, and the content of this newsletter proves this to
be true. Whether it's taking part in exciting workshops, raising money for
charity or making strides in their learning, our Arco students are more
than up to the challenge! 

Not only is this edition packed full of academic and extra-curricular
highlights, but there are some exciting updates too, including the launch
of our book club ERAA (Everyone Reads at Arco). Students have
embraced the extra reading time, and we hope to expand on this in the
new term. 

I wish you all a restful half-term break, and I look forward to welcoming
students back in the new term. 

Sign up to our Mailing List HERE!
 

OCTOBER 2022 | ISSUE 2

Arco Academy, Camberwell Leisure Centre, Artichoke Place,
London SE5 8TS
020 3189 1193

Lisa Miller 
Principal

Contents:

Read more about our trip to the
Africa Centre on page 18!

https://mailchi.mp/202019b7e7fd/sign-up-for-arco-academy-news-updates


Half Term
Mon. 24th Oct.

2022
Fri. 28th Oct. 2022

Autumn Term 2 Mon. 31st Oct. 2022 Fri. 16th Dec. 2022

Christmas
Holidays

Mon. 19th Dec.
2022

Wed. 4th Jan. 2022

 
 

Functional Skills
Level 1 (English &

Maths)

W/C
21/11/22

KS4/ Pathway 3

Mock Exams
W/C

28/11/22
KS4/ Pathway 2

Assessment Week
W/C

05/12/22
All Students

End of Half-Term Academic Reviews: 
 

Parents will have received an email containing your
child's half-term academic review. This is a snapshot of

their progress in all core subjects, as well as their
general behaviour.

PARENT'S DAY
 

Monday 14th
November 2022

 
Parents, please mark

this date in your
calendars, as our

Parent's Days are the
best opportunity you
have to speak to each

of your child's teachers,
their wellbeing mentor,

and staff about their
progress, targets and
action points for their

next stages. 
 

Please look out for an
email with more

information, or contact
info@arco.academy if
you have any questions.

 

General Enquiries: info@arco.academy / 020 3189 1193
Safeguarding Concerns: welfare@arco.academy / 0757 001 1173
SENCO: Claudette Miller / 020 3189 1193 / cmiller@arco.academy
Other Enquiries: businessmanager@arco.academy / 0739 218 0547
Website: https://arco.academy 

CONTACT US:

@arcoacademy@arcoacademy Arco Academy Arco Academy

2022/2023 Term Dates:

Important Dates to Note:

Sign up to our Mailing List HERE!
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https://arco.academy/key-information/term-dates-and-holidays/
https://mailchi.mp/202019b7e7fd/sign-up-for-arco-academy-news-updates


 
 

Science Museum Visit
 

Tuesday 6th December 10-2pm
 

Stem Skills Fair - Created for KS3 and KS4, the fair will help to build young people's
career aspirations and boost their STEM skills through hands on activities and an

engaging Q&A led by the people who are actually in the role.
 

Engineer your Future Gallery - Engineer Your Future presents a series of interactive
experiences based on key engineering skills used by real-life engineers. After visiting this

interactive gallery, we hope that your group will develop the sense that engineering is
something they might be able to do themselves.

Important Dates to Note:
To enquire about making an appointment with a member of staff, or to

find out more about any of the upcoming events mentioned, please
email info@arco.academy or call 020 3189 1193

Rowing - Rowing begins at the Royal
Docks on Wednesday afternoons,

from 02/10/22.
 

Basketball - Three year 9 &10
students will participate in the
Southwark School Games 3v3

basketball competition. 
Days and times TBC

Arco Academy warmly wishes everyone a Happy and
Prosperous Diwali to all those celebrating! 

 
October has been a month full of events to celebrate, such as
Black History Month, World Mental Health Day and Dyslexia
Awareness Week, and we have had fun marking as many of

them as possible. Make sure you're following us on Social
Media so you don't miss out!

 

Sign up to our Mailing List HERE!
 

https://www.instagram.com/arcoacademy/?hl=en
https://mailchi.mp/202019b7e7fd/sign-up-for-arco-academy-news-updates


Great work completed
by KS3 students this
half term on Angles

and Pythagoras'
Theorem. The

engagement and
enthusiasm to learn

was second to none!!

HIGHLIGHTS FROM AUTUMN TERM 1
MATHEMATICS:

Do you know who these men are?

As part of our Black History Month celebrations,
students have been learning about key figures in
their different subjects.

On the left we have Benjamin Banneker (1731-
1806), who was a frontrunner in Astronomy and
Mathematics. His calculations were so thorough
that he was able to predict solar and lunar
eclipses! 

And on the right is Elbert Frank Co (1895-1969); a
brilliant Mathematician who became the first Black
person to earn a Ph.D in Mathematics!

HIGHLIGHTS FROM AUTUMN TERM 1
SCIENCE:

In KS3 this term, students have been learning about forces and applied their
knowledge by creating an experiment to see how much force is needed to

send a mini marshmallow the furthest and at what distance.

Sign up to our Mailing List HERE!
 

https://mailchi.mp/202019b7e7fd/sign-up-for-arco-academy-news-updates


HIGHLIGHTS FROM AUTUMN TERM 1
ENGLISH:

This term in English, KS3 have been studying the book 'Stone Cold' by Robert
Swindells. 

It explores the prejudicial attitudes and vulnerability that homeless people
experience. Through studying this text, the students' have improved their
understanding and awareness of the issues many homeless people deal with
every day.

Descriptive Writing

Our GCSE students have been
exploring creative writing,
specifically in relation to how you to
create a distinctive image in the
reader's mind.

The students had great fun using
their imagination to recall and
recreate memories from their
childhood.

Sign up to our Mailing List HERE!
 

https://mailchi.mp/202019b7e7fd/sign-up-for-arco-academy-news-updates


To learn more about the
subjects we offer, please visit
the Our Curriculum page on

our website!

HIGHLIGHTS FROM AUTUMN TERM 1
ENGLISH:

In English we learnt about Margret Busby CBE who became
the UK's first black female publisher in 1967 when she co-
founded a London-based publishing house called Allison
and Busby.

She is a recipient of the Benson Medal from the Royal
Society of Literature, voted one of the "100 Great Black
Britons and was honoured with the London Book Fair
Lifetime Achievement Award.

Malorie Blackman OBE is a critically acclaimed
black female author from South London.
Her parents were both from Barbados and had
come to Britain as a part of the Windrush
generation, which we have explored across the
school this month as we reflect on UK Black-
British history.

She primarily writes literature and television drama
for children and young adults that explore social
and ethical issues.Four mornings a week from 9:15-

9:30 am, every Arco student
takes part in our reading club:
ERAA - Everyone Reads at Arco!

Students have been enjoying
regular trips to the library to
choose new books, and
discussing their choices with
teachers and peers. 

Sign up to our Mailing List HERE!
 

https://arco.academy/school-life/our-curriculum/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benson_Medal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Society_of_Literature
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/100_Great_Black_Britons
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Book_Fair
https://mailchi.mp/202019b7e7fd/sign-up-for-arco-academy-news-updates


HIGHLIGHTS FROM AUTUMN TERM 1
PHYSICAL EDUCATION:

Creating Meaningful
Experiences with Physical

Activity
 

In PE this term, students have
been using handball as a sport
to develop their coordination

and movement, as well as
creating meaningful experiences
with physical activity. They have

used reflective practice to
understand how they need to

improve and apply it each week
to get better.

Sign up to our Mailing List HERE!
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM AUTUMN TERM 1
RELIGIOUS STUDIES:

This term in KS3, we explored
the beliefs and practices of

Judaism.
 

Within lessons students were
provided a safe space to have

interesting and engaging
debates about their

understanding of the world.
 

This has quickly become a lesson
that we all look forward to!

Great Ormond Street Hospital 1k Run
 

In PE this term students have been practicing running 1k for Great
Ormond Street Hospital. 

 
Over the half term students have been encouraged to collect

sponsorships to run 2.5k

Sign up to our Mailing List HERE!
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THE BLACK HISTORY MONTH PROJECT

Exploring the History of Black British Music
 

The students are really excited to be a part of this project where
they will be exploring the decades of history that have influenced

the culture and progress of Black British music. 
 

Individually the students will research artists from a chosen
decade, spanning from the 1970s to the present day. 

 
Collectively, this will be showcased as a timeline, and presented

to the whole school.
 

It is an opportunity for the whole family to get involved- creating
an opportunity for cross generational knowledge to be shared!

 
We look forward to seeing the students sustaining their initial
excitement, and creatively channelling this new knowledge.

Sign up to our Mailing List HERE!
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Student of the 
Half-Term:

Juan B!

ACHIEVEMENTS & BIG UPS:

97% 
Attendance 

& 92% Punctuality
 

for this
half-term!

" O N E  C H A N C E
I S  A L L  Y O U

N E E D . "

  Jesse Owens.  

Juan has shown immense
improvement in his behaviour and
attitude towards learning this term
- something that can be clearly
seen in the Big-Ups winners list on
the next page!

He is also a Jack Petchey Award
Winner for his progress and
contribution to sailing at
Westminster Boating Base.

We are so proud to say that we
are above the National Minimum

target figure for attendance!

Sign up to our Mailing List HERE!
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ACHIEVEMENTS & BIG UPS:

WINNERS LIST:

Most Improved Personal Development: Daniel S
 

Best Effort in RSE: Chanel F
 

Best Effort in RE: Juan B
 

Best Effort in English: Pierre D
 

Best Effort in PE: Chanel F
 

Best Effort in Science: Ava W
 

Best Effort in Maths: Juan B
 Best Achievement in English: Daniel S

 

Best Achievement in Maths: Daniel S
 

Best Achievement in Science: Juan B
 

Best Achievement in PE: Juan B
 

A huge congratulations to all of our
students for working so hard this

term, and achieving some amazing
things along the way!

Sign up to our Mailing List HERE!
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A TERM OF EXCELLENT BEHAVIOUR:

As you can see from the chart and breakdown on the left, we have had a
fantastic start to the academic year in terms of behaviour!

Staff are focusing on celebrating positive behaviour to encourage
reinforcement, and students are beginning to take ownership of correcting
any negative displays of behaviour. 

We are super excited to continue to build on this after half-term when we
return.

Sign up to our Mailing List HERE!
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Arco Academy was
selected as 1 of 75

WINNERS of the Mitre
Football pack draw! 

Our English department was awarded
extra funding from Raintree publishers to

get new books for Arco Academy!
 

Raintree is a publisher of children's books
for struggling or reluctant readers and

recognise that every library and
classroom should provide for readers of

all levels.
 

This will be used when redesigning our
reading corner at Arco next term!

 

FUNDING NEWS

Sign up to our Mailing List HERE!
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Enrichment at

Arco Academy!

In Music Club,
students have been
learning how to use
studio equipment to

record their own
tracks. They are writing

their own lyrics and
spitting bars over

instrumental beats.

At Arco, we are passionate about
providing our students with access to as
many opportunities as possible, and one

of the ways we explore this is through our
extra-curricular activities.

 
The clubs are running to enable students
to learn valuable new skills, explore new

ways of expressing themselves, engage in
physical activity and catch up on any work
they may not have been able to complete

at home.

Find out more on
the Clubs &

Interventions page
on our website.

Sign up to our Mailing List HERE!
 

https://arco.academy/school-life/clubs-interventions/
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Monday Maths 3 - 4pm

Tuesday Science 3-4 pm

Wednesday English 3-4 pm

Year 11 Interventions
 

We recognise how daunting year 11 can be
and want to help take away some of the

anxiety, so each year from Autumn term 2, we
host our Year 11 Intervention Sessions.

 
We use this time to work on helping students
to make rapid progress in their learning. You

can work on strategies and techniques to
improve your skill set, as well as take the time

to consolidate and reinforce the learning
done in school.

 
Please see the Intervention's Timetable

below:

To find out more, please visit our Website.

Students have been learning
how to hem their trousers,
iron their clothes and sew

buttons in Life Skills Club, as
well as how to draw portraits

in Art Club! 
 

They have also been taking
the opportunity to catch up
on their homework and get

tailored feedback from
teachers in Homework Club!

Sign up to our Mailing List HERE!
 

https://arco.academy/school-life/clubs-interventions/
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Reflection Questions 
 

How has this week made me feel? 

What is one good thing that
happened? 

What gave you joy? 

What drained your energy? 

childline.org.uk / Helpline 08001111 
themix.org.uk / Helpline 0808 808 4994
youthaccess.org.uk 

For confidential information and advice on
counselling services for young people: 

 

"If it doesn't
challenge you, it

won't change
you."

WELL-BEING CORNER NAMES & NUMBERS TO NOTE:
 

Welfare: 0757 001 1173
 

Welfare Officer & DSL: 
Kemi

 
School Home Support: 

Sharon
0776 604 8280

 
Behaviour & Well-Being Mentor: 

Ashan

Journal
Prompt 

 
What are 5
things that

you love about
yourself? 

Follow inspiring accounts

Spend a day away from your phone

Turn off notifications 

Unfollow triggering accounts

Remind yourself social media is not reality

Post with empathy and kindness

 
 

Well-Being TIPS for
Social Media Self-Care

Sign up to our Mailing List HERE!
 

https://www.childline.org.uk/
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Drug and Alcohol Service -
Southwark | Change Grow Live

Lambeth Drug and Alcohol
Service | FRANK
(talktofrank.com)

New Direction Drug & Alcohol
Recovery Service - Lewisham |
Change Grow Live

WELL-BEING CORNER PARENTS:
 

Have you filled out our
Parental Survey yet? 

Contact
shs@arco.academy for

more information!

Did you know that we post an article
every few weeks rounding up a bunch of
important links to opportunities and
services for young people and their
families?

To read more, go to the News area on our
website!

Kooth is an anonymous site which helps
children and young people to feel safe and
confident in exploring their concerns and

seeking professional support. Kooth online
mental wellbeing platform is unique in that it
works with children and young people who

may need advice and signposting, help, more
ongoing help or immediate risk support. 

YoungMinds is on the UK’s leading charity
fighting for children and young people's mental
health. Their main aim is to stop young people's
mental health reaching crisis point. Every young

person whose mental health ends up in crisis is a
young person who has been failed. We know that
the earlier young people can access the right help,

the more likely it is that they can avoid these
crises. This organisation also provides advice and

support for parents. 

Sign up to our Mailing List HERE!
 

https://www.changegrowlive.org/drug-alcohol-service-southwark
https://www.talktofrank.com/treatment-centre/lambeth-drug-and-alcohol-service
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https://www.koothplc.com/our-products/young-people
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
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TRIPS, VISITS & WORKSHOPS 

To kick start the celebration of Black
History Month, our students had the

privilege to visit The Africa Centre and
participated in a workshop with ‘Black

Ulfomosi’, a Zimbabwean band.
 

During the workshop, the band
performed a couple of their songs,
which are based on old miner calls.

 
To see a video of our students

performing with 'Black Ulfomosi', as
well as to read more about the trip,

please see our News Article!

 

We also paid a visit to the University of the
Arts, London's Creative Computing Institute,
so the students could get to physically see

and experience the Tech Yard space. 
 

Tech Yard is a free creative computing club
for young people and, at Arco, we are

extremely passionate about the way in which
we can safely empower our students to best

utilise technology in their skillsets. 
 

During the trip, students could ask questions
to professional coders, and experience the

university space first-hand.

 

Sign up to our Mailing List HERE!
 

https://www.africacentre.org.uk/
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ASSEMBLIES:

Last week, our School Liaison Officer PC Fox, and
his colleague came to deliver a workshop to our
students about sexual offences. The aim was to

highlight some key information for young people
to be aware of, such as what counts as a sexual

offence and what the consequences for different
actions are.

 
It was a well-received and positive session that
students actively engaged with. Look out for an
article on the News Page on our website coming

up over half-term! 

We have had some brilliant assemblies
this term, but a huge highlight was a

special Mental Health focused
discussion led by Ben Anderson, our

Head of PE and Science. 
 

Within the session, students listened as
Ben explained the importance of talking

and listening to others about any
feelings or thoughts they may have. 

 
The meditation practice worked so well
that it has become a regular reflective

feature in our assemblies going forward,
and we encourage parents to empower
their children to continue this at home

to maintain a healthy mindset. 
No, this is not a picture of our students

sleeping - they're actually deep in meditation! 

Sign up to our Mailing List HERE!
 

https://arco.academy/arco-news/
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Have you signed up to our Mailing List? 
 

Automatically receive newsletters and news articles
straight to your inbox!

 
Sign up HERE!

Your Opinion Matters!
 

Please send your
testimonials and reviews
to shs@arco.acadmey or

info@arco.academy

STAY CONNECTED 

General Enquiries: info@arco.academy / 020 3189 1193
Safeguarding Concerns: welfare@arco.academy / 0757 001 1173
SENCO: Claudette Miller / 020 3189 1193 / cmiller@arco.academy
Other Inquiries: businessmanager@arco.academy / 0739 218 0547 

CONTACT US:
 

@arcoacademy

@arcoacademy

Arco Academy

arcoacademyLondon

Website: 
https://arco.academy
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